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Beginning with faith

The first Scottish missionaries to Hungary not only studied

the Bible, but they acted on their understanding of it, and

their convictions led them to leave home for Palestine

and, ultimately, to Hungary. The Hungarians who received
them also acted on faith and, 175 years later, we celebrate

a story that has extended for generations since.

In the 1800s, evangelical theologians were very concerned
with how prophecies might shed light on both the situation

of the Jews and the second coming of Christ. The millennium

They traversed the Danube, stopping to rest in Pest, where
they discovered a Jewish community with great potential
for mission work. The Hungarian Kingdom was part of

the officially Roman Catholic Austrian empire, though,

so Protestant missionaries were not welcome. Another

complication was that both men had fallen ill.

Through various connections, the two men came to know
Archduchess Maria Dorothea (1797-1855), a Lutheran. As a
protestant who valued the piety of Keith and Black, not only
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In Revelation 20, for example, was understood to be the did the Archduchess do everything in her power to nurture

result of Jews converting and all nations being drawn to them back to health, but she also enjoyed theological

them. Conversion of Jews, therefore, was imperative. discussions with them. She urged them to set up a mission

“Because it is the power of God
that brings salvation to everyone
who believes: first to the Jew, then
to the Gentile.” (Romans 1:16)

Alexander Black, Alexander Keith, Robert Murray McCheyne

and Andrew Bonar were sent to Palestine to get a sense of

iIn Budapest, promising to use her position to protect the

mission from authorities who might otherwise frown upon it.

The men returned to Scotland with her invitation in mind,
and in 1841 the Church of Scotland sent a delegation to

establish a mission under the leadership of John "Rabbl’
Duncan. The delegation met Britons helping to build the

Chain Bridge, so in addition to working among Jews, Duncan

became a chaplain to the British residents of Budapest and

whether Jews there were ready to receive the gospel. During

their travels, Black fell off his camel and needed to return to

Scotland. Keith accompanied him.

What are your favourite parts of the Bible? How do your favourite

passages influence your way of living? How can putting your faith

into action affect the world around you?

ALEXANDER KEITH

a congregation was started, with Duncan being recognised

as an Assistant Minister of the Pest Reformed Church

Vannak-e kedvenc részeink a Biblidban? Milyen hatdssal vannak

ezek mindennapi életiinkre? Hitiinkbdl fakadé tetteink hogyan

befolydsolhatjdk a kérnyezetiinket?

Hitbdl hitbe

A Magyarorszagra erkezo elso skot misszionariusok a

Biblia tanulmanyozasat es az Ige tanitasanak gyakorlati
megeleset egyarant fontosnak tartottak. A zsido misszio
iranti elkotelezodesuk vezette oket Palesztinaba, majd
egy veletlen baleset folytan kerultek Budapestre. A
misszionariusokat fogado es tamogato magyarokban
ugyanaz a hit munkalkodott, ennek koszonhetoen ma,
175 evvel kesobb is unnepelhetjuk a generaciokat ativelo
kGzOs munka tortenetet.

Az 1800-as evekben a millenarista teologia muvelol ugy

veltek, Krisztus akkor jon vissza itelni eleveneket es holtakat,

ha a valasztott nep, a zsidosag minden tagja megter.

e Vdd

“hiszen Isten hatalma az minden htvéne
{idvosségére, el6szor a zsidoknak, majd

pedig a gorogoknek.” (Ré6ma 1:16)

Alexander Black, Alexander Keith, Robert Murray
McCheyne es Andrew Bonar azzal a cellal indult
Palesztinaba, hogy felmerjek az ottani viszonyokat,
a zsidosag helyzetét. Utjuk soran Black leesett a
teve hatarol es serulese miatt Keith kisereteben arra
kenyszerult, hogy visszaterjen Skociaba.
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Roviditett utvonalon, a Duna menten indultak haza, es
pihenot tartottak Pesten, ahol misszios lehetoseget lattak
a varosban elo hagyszamu zsido kozossegben. A Magyar
Kiralysag ekkor a romai katolikus Habsburg Birodalom
reszet kepezte, ahol protestans misszionariusokat nem
lattak szivesen. Black es Keith helyzetet csak nehezitette,
hogy mindketten megbetegedtek.

Ekkor megismerkedtek Jozsef nador felesegevel, az
evangelikus Maria Dorottya (1797-1855) fohercegnevel. A
protestans fohercegne, aki jol ismerte es sokra becsulte
a skot evangeliumi irodalmat, segitette a betegeskedo
skotok felepuleset, lelkesen vett reszt teologiai
eszmecserekben, emellett surgette egy budapesti
misszios allomas felallitasat. Igéretet tett arra is, hogy

- udvari befolyasat felhasznalva - az argus szemekkel
figyelo hatosagokkal szemben is megvedi a missziot.

A ket skot ferfi a fohercegne meghivasaval tert haza,
valaszul 1841-ben pedig a Skot Egyhaz elkuldte elso
misszioi allomas felallitasara. A Magyarorszagra erkezo
misszionariusok az epulo Lanchid brit munkasaival is
kapcsolatba kerultek, igy a zsidok fele vegzett szolgalat
mellett, Duncan a Pesti Reformatus Egyhazkozseg
segedlelkeszekent a budapesti angolajku kozossegnek
IS gyulekezetet szervezett.
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Jews Hear Good News, and Share It

Motivated by their understanding that the proclamation of

SAPHIR FAMILY

the Gospel among Jews would advance the second coming

of Christ. the Scottish missionaries were committed to Israel Saphir, a rich merchant and friend of the Chief Rabbi

bringing Jews to baptism. The delegation sent to Pest saw IN Pest, was on the board of the Pest Jewish school when he

that this work was just as relevant in Central Europe as it was met Duncan.

in Palestine. After being baptised, Israel's son Philipp Saphir (1823-1849)

Many Jews, for their part, wanted to improve their status travelled to Karlsruhe, Germany for study, but had to return due

by learning English. Duncan built relationships among to illness. In Hungary, he started the first local YMCA group.

Even from his sickbed, Philipp taught children, efforts that led to

orominent members of the Jewish community, giving

nersonal testimony and distributing Christian literature with the founding of the Mission School

the help of the British and Foreign Bible Society, Another son, Adolph Saphir (1831-1891), travelled to Scotland

The first two baptisms were Adolph Saphir and Alfred with Duncan when he was only 13 years old. He went on

Edersheim. Edersheim and the Saphir family continued to to study at several universities in Scotland, completing his

evangelise for the rest of their lives, signs of the mission’s theological studies in Glasgow. As a minister, he evangelised

growing momentum. among Jews in Germany, and published tracts and
commentaries in German. Edinburgh University awarded

him an honorary doctorate in 1878.

Outreach to Jews, both in

. . ALFRED EDERSHEIM (1825-1889)
evangelical and diaconal terms,

. h . h The son of of a Viennese banker, Alfred was well educated
was a mam emp AS1S Of the and his family spoke English in the home. In Pest, he met
* 0 Duncan, whom he accompanied on his return to Scotland.
mission up to World War IL. P
After studying theology in Edinburgh and Berlin, he became
a minister, served as missionary to Jassy, Romania for a year,

and wrote the classic, Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah.

Does your belief give you a joy that attracts others? Are your Hitbdl fakadé 6romiink vonzé-e mdsok szamara? Megosztjuk-e

convictions something that you want to share? Some people today are hitiinket mdsokkal? Vannak, akik kényelmetlennek tartjak a
not comfortable with stories of conversion — what do you think is an meqtérésrol sz6lo torténeteket. Mi a bizonysdgtétel megfelels modja?

appropriate way to speak of our faith?

elium szolgalataban

/sidok az evan

A skot misszionariusok célja a zsiddsag keresztyén A SAPHIR CSALAD

hitre teritese volt. A Magyarorszagra erkezett delegacio
HE e Y Jyarorszadia erres Jac Amikor Israel Saphir megismerkedett John Duncannel,

1gy latta, h ka h l0oan fontos Kozep- , . AT -
HJy atia, NOJY €2 @ MUNKa NASONTOan TONtos RO2EP mar gazdag kereskedo, a pesti forabbi kozeli baratja,

Europaban, mint Palesztinaban. Abban a hitben, hogy =B & Rest Zald lsiela tangestrel teale valt

Krisztus masodik eljovetele elott a zsidoknak is meg kell

ismernitk az evangéliumot, elszantan munkalkodtak A csalad megkeresztelkedeset kovetoen fia, Philipp

azon, hogy mind tobb zsido megkeresztelkedjen. Saphir (1831-1891) a nemetorszagi Karlsruheban kezdett

tanulmanyokat, de betegsege miatt hazaterni kenyszerul.

Sok zsido tarsadalmi felemelkedéesenek eszkozet latta . ,
Ekkor alakitotta meg az elso, a kesobbi Kereszteny

az angol nyelv elsagjatitasaban, es ezert kezdte a Missziot . . i il
JOLTY . Ifjlusagi Egyesulet (KIE) mintajara mukodo csoportot.

latogatni. Igy kerUlhetett kapcsolatba a skot misszionarius, ) . , .
J i P Meg betegagyarol is tanitotta a gyermekeket, amivel

John Duncan a zsido kozosseg prominens tagjaival. 9 : . . . )
9P J hozzajarult a vasarnapi iskola elindulasahoz, es ezzel

Szolgalatanak resze volt a szemelyes bizonysagtetel . .
S y y>ad lefektette a Skot Misszid késobbi iskolajanak alapjait.

es kereszteny traktatusok terjesztese a Brit es Kulfoldi
YOUNG ADOLF SAPHIR

AND HIS TEACHER

ALFRED EDERSHEIM

Bibliatarsulat segitségével Israel masik gyermeke, Adolph Saphir (1831-1891) 13

eves volt, mikor Skociaba utazott Duncannel, ahol

Az elso ket X telkedo Adolph Saphir es Alfred
¢ S50 HEL INEGHETELAIHEC0 AUDIPI Saphil &5 AT kesobb egyetemi tanulmanyait is folytatta, tobbek

Edersheim voltak. Mind Edersheim, mind pedig a

Saphir csalad tagjail kesobb az evangelium elkotelezett
terjesztoive valtak.

Egészen a madsodik vﬂdghdborﬂig, a zsidok
kozotti evangelizdcio és diakoniai szolgdlat

jelentette a Misszi6 {6 tevékenységét.

kozott teologiat hallgatott Glasgow-ban. Lelkeszkent a
nemetorszagi zsidosag koreben szolgalt es keresztyen
traktatusokat es nemet nyelvu kommentarokat
terjesztett. 1878-ban az Edinburgh-i Egyetem diszdoktori
cimmel tuntette ki.

ALFRED EDERSHEIM (1825-1889)

Egy angol nyelvu becsi zsido bankar csalad muvelt
gyermeke volt, aki Pesten talalkozott Duncannel. Skociaba
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IS egyutt utaztak kesobb. Edersheim Edinburghban es
Berlinben teologiat tanult, majd lelkessze szenteltek,
kesobb egy evig misszionariuskent szolgalt a romaniai
Jasiban. Legismertebb teologiai munkaja ,Life and Times of
Jesus the Messiah® cimmel jelent meg.
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Becoming Community and Reaching Out

The Scottish Mission was doing important activities but the

Since the German-speaking Church
used the school’s assembly hall fmr

services, the congregation became

congregational aspect of the Mission raised questions. It

was recognised early on that Jewish converts would need

a congregation to which to belong, but their language was

German, not English.

an integral part of the Mission,

When Adrian van Andel became the minister, he applied

all of his vigour to forming a congregation oriented towards . .
representing major progress towards

biblically based diaconal work.
the Missions goal of establishing
a relationship with the Reformed
Church of Hungary.

At the end of 1859, followers of Scottish- and German-
style spirituality were striving together for home
mission in Hungary. Van Andel and Theodor Biberauer
Initiated German language worship at the Szena ter

Reformed Church and the Mission School, which soon

became an independent affiliated church. The Scottish

mMissionaries served as assistant ministers to the A need was also recognised for a hospital of high standard,

inister of the Széna tér church particularly as a place which foreigners in Hungary could

turn to for medical care. Among the first donors for this

The new congregation was made up of Reformed people oroject was Miss Mackichan, a Scot who had beenill and

from Switzerland and Germany, and Lutherans from nursed by a young Jewish girl.

Austria-Moravia. Britons were also members, as well as

German-speaking Jews evangelised through the work of When the German-speaking congregation and the Scottish

the Scottish Mission. Mission separated from each other in 1888, the German

speakers assumed responsibility for managing the hospital

and the Mission continued to run the school.

How can your church best reach out to the needs of the community Hogyan tud sajdt gyiilekezetiink leginkdbb vdlaszolni a koriilseciink

around you? Are there needs for outreach in a different lanquage, élok sziikségleteire? Ma is sziikség van idegen nyeluti szolgdlatra, legyen
whether that language is Farsi or just less “churchy” English? Like az fdrszi vaqy esetleq kevésbé eqyhdzias angol nyelvti? Kaptunk valaha
Miss Mackichan, have you ever been helped in a time of need? Have tamogatdst Mackichan kisasszonyéhoz hasonlé helyzetben és gondoltunk-e

you considered donating to a similar charity as a sign of gratitude? mdr arra, hogy hdldnk jeleként hasonlé célra adomdnyozzunk?

THEODOR BIBERAUER

Szolgalo koz6sseq sziiletik

A Skot Misszio szamos tevekenysege mellett a
gyulekezetalapitas igenye ujabb kerdeseket vetett fel.
Mar az elso zsido megteresek idegjen felismertek, hogy
szukseg van egy olyan gyulekezeti kozossegre, ahol az
ujonnan megkereszteltek lelki otthonra talalhattak. A
legtobb megtero azonban hem angol, hanem nemet
anyanyelvu volt.

Amikor Adrian van Andel megkezdte szolgalatat a
misszioban, egy biblial alapokon mukodo diakoniai
munkat vegzo gyulekezet megalapitasat tuzte ki celul.

1859 vegen a skot es nemet lelkiseget kepviselok
elkotelezetten munkalkodtak a magyar belmisszio
szolgalataban. Van Andel es Theodor Biberauer
kezdemenyezesere nemet nyelvu istentisztelet inditottak

a Szena teri (ma Kalvin teri) reformatus templomban és a
Misszio iskolajanak epuleteben. Ez a kozosseg hamarosan
jogi format is oltott leanyegyhazkent, ahol a skot
misszionariusok a Pesti Reformatus Egyhazkozseg kirendelt
segedlelkeszekent szolgaltak.

Az U] kozosseg tagjal kozott voltak svajci es nemet
reformatusok, ausztriai-morvaorszagi evangelikusok,
angolszaszok es a skot misszio munkaja nyoman
megtert nemetajku zsidok.

St. Columba's Church
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Mivel a németajkll ggﬂlekezet az iskola
nagytermét is haszndlta istentiszteleti
alkalmakra, a gyiilekezet a Misszié
szerves 1észévé vdlt, ami nagyban

hozzdjarult a Misszi6 torekvésének

megvalésuldsdhoz, hogy kapcsolatdt meg

inkdbb a Magyarorszagi Reformdtus

Egyhdzzal elmélyitse.

Felismertek azt is, hogy szukseg van egy olyan korhazra,
amely a Magyarorszagon tartozkodo kulfoldiek szamara
nyujt orvosi ellatast. Az elso adakozok kozott volt

egy skot holgy, bizonyos Mackichan, akit kulfoldikent
betegsege idejen egy fiatal zsido leany apolt
Magyarorszagon.

Amikor a nemetajku gyulekezet es a Skot Misszio 1888-
ban hivatalosan is fuggetlenedett egymastol, a korhaz
a gyulekezet, mig az iskola a Misszio felugyelete alatt
mukodaott tovabb.
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An International Story

The international, eclectic character of today's Institutions in Budapest, Debrecen, Saraspatak and Papa,

congregation is a part of our identity that goes all the way he might well have more Hungarian academic qualifications

back to our beginnings. than any other foreigner.

George Knight was ordained to be director of the Mission,

It is also interesting to see not only

work that would involve cooperation with the UN and the

wheye SOME Oj: th@ ministers came Swedish Red Cross. When World War Il forced him to leave,

he moved on to work in New Zealand, the United States, and

Fiji. His commentaries in Old Testament studies have been

from, but where some of them

. translated into Hungarian and are still used today.
went after serving here!

When serving as associate minister in the 1990s, Susan

As we have already noted, it was from a missionary journey Cowell held English-language services in Prague and

to Palestine that the Scottish missionaries made the first frequently visited Ukraine to lead teacher-training events and

visit here in 1839 work with children.
John Duncan was Scottish, but acquired the nickname While minister in the early 2000s, Ken MacKenzie was active

‘Rabbi” because of his knowledge of Jewish culture and INn outreach to orphans in Romania, including encouraging

passion for Jewish people international members of the Budapest business community

to sponsor cycling trips where the proceeds would benefit

Before he arrived to the Mission in Pest in 1863, Rudolf Konig orphanages.

was a licentiate of the Prussian church, sent by the Jewish

Mission Committee to Constantinople, where he was also an Our current minister, Aaron C. Stevens, is from the United

assistant chaplain to the Prussian Ambassador States, and our associate minister, Njeri A. Wagana Hughes,

s from Kenya, adding to the international flavour of the

James Macdonald Webster, serving in Pest since 1895, was current congregation and connecting to a long tradition of

a Scot who enthusiastically encouraged Hungarian home having a diverse ministerial presence
missions and effectively raised money and other donations

from abroad for Hungary. With honours from academic

What does the reality of a global church tell you about the nature of
God? What does this tell us about our calling as the body of Christ?

Mit mond az eqyhdz egyetemes valésdga Isten természetérdl?

Mit mond ez az elhivdsunkrél Krisztus testének tagjaiként?

Nemzetkozi tortenet

A mai gyulekezet nemzetkozi jellege es sokszinusege papal akademiaktol szerzett kitunteteseivel minden

Identitasanak lenyegi reszet kepezi, amely a Skot Misszio mas kulfoldi tarsanal tobb magyar akademiai

kezdeteltol jellemezte a kozosseg eletet. elismeressel rendelkezett.

1935-tol Geroge Knight a Misszio felszentelt lelkeszekent

Erdekes felidézni, honnan érkeztek vezette a szolgalatot, annak részekent egyttmikadott

az ENSZ Menekultugyi Szervezetevel es a sved

Budapestre vagy hol folytatcdk

Voroskereszttel. Miutan a masodik vilaghaboru idejen

SZOlg(ﬂatUkat a Missz10 ngkm'i es elhagyni kényszerilt Magyarorszagot, Uj-Zélandon, az

jdenlggi 1€1készei. Egyesult Allamokban és a Fidzsi-szigeteken szolgalt.

Oszdvetségi kommentarja magyar nyelven is megjelent,

Az elso skotok 1839-ben palesztinal misszios utjuk
megszakitasa eredmenyekent erkeztek Budapestre.

John Duncan, bar skot szarmazasu volt, a zsido
kulturaban szerzett szeleskoru tudasa es a zsidok irant
erzett mely szeretete miatt tiszteletbol a "Rabbi” nevet
kapta kortarsaitol.

Mielott 1863-ban Rudolf Konig a pesti Misszioba erkezett,
a Skot Egyhaz Zsidomisszios Tanacsa megbizasabol a
porosz egyhaz segedlelkeszekent es a porosz nagykovet
udvari lelkeszekent szolgalt Konstantinapolyban.

Az 1895-tol Budapesten szolgalo skot James
Macdonald Webster merhetetlen odaszanassal
vett reszt a magyar belmisszios munkaban es
gyujtott kulfoldi adomanyokat Magyarorszag
szamara. A budapesti, debreceni, sarospataki es

es a mai napig fontos kezikonyvkent tartjak szamon.

Az 1090-es evekben a Misszio beosztott lelkeszekent
Susan Cowell angol nyelvu istentiszteleteket tartott
Pragaban is, es gyakran tett latogatast Karpataljan, ahol
gyermekmunkaban vegzett szolgalata mellett tanarok
tovabbkepzeseben is reszt vett.

Budapesti szolgalata idejen, a 2000-es evekben, Ken
MacKenzie figyelmet a romaniai arvak sem kerultek el.
Adomanygyujto kerekparturak szervezesevel batoritotta
tamogatasukra a fovarosi Uzleti elet nemzetkozi tagjait.

A kozosseg nemzetkozi jellege mai napig toretlen. A
gyulekezet jelenlegi lelkesze Aaron C. Stevens amerikali,
mMig a mellette beosztott lelkeszkent szolgalo Njeri A.
Wagana Hughes kenyal szarmazasu.

St. Columba's Church
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An Unbroken Commitment

Although we talk about "The Scottish Mission,” the work has

not always been carried out by Scots. In fact, on more than one

occasion, the Scottish ministers were not even allowed to remain

INn the country. Even then, though, the ministry did not stop.

The 19th and 20th centuries
involved various times of conflict
for Hungary, times when the
Scots had to leave, but the
mission continued, thanks to the

faithfulness of Hungarians.

Sometimes these were Hungarians who had taken part in
the Bursary Scheme, a scholarship program for Hungarians
to study in Scotland, and therefore knew about Scottish

worship traditions.

When Hungarians fought for independence from Austrian
rule in 1848-49, the missionaries refrained from getting
iInvolved in politics, but they were sympathetic to the
Hungarian cause and had to leave after that attempted
revolution failed. Israel Saphir and others agreed to keep

things going until Scots returned in 1857

In 1865 a Bursary programme was started for Hungarian

and Czech students in the hopes of assisting in revival and

There are churches in war zones today — what can we do to make

sure their mission work continues?

iIncreasing involvement in Jewish Mission. When World War |
erupted and Scots had to go home, it was former Bursary

recipients who continued the ministry.

After World War |l, it was Hungarian minister and former
scholarship student Janos Dobos who oversaw extensive

repairs to the building while also caring for shattered souls.

Under Communism, Scots were not allowed to serve in
Hungary. Despite tensions and restrictions of the Cold War era,
Hungarian pastors who had participated in the Scottish Bursary
program ensured the continuation of the Mission with weekly

services in Hungarian and occasional services in English.

In 1976, still under Communism, when Bertalan Tamas
was minister, the Mission made interreligious dialogue an

emphasis rather than conversion.

From the recognition of the first ministers as assistants of
the Szena ter church, to the Mission's linkage for a period

to the Fasor Reformed Congregation, to the official status

given to the congregation as recently as a 2016 meeting
of the RCH Synod, we see throughout the Mission's history
a Hungarian recognition of the Scots, and commitment to

sustain the mission when Scots could not remain.

Today, having ministers from both churches recognises
175 unbroken years of partnership in mission, allows the
congregation to maintain ties with both churches, and provides

necessary stability whenever one of the positions is vacant

Ma is élnek egyhdzak hdaboris 6vezetekben. Mit tehetiink azére,
hogy szolgdlatuk toretlen legyen?

e .o /
Toretlen szOvetse

Jollehet Skot Missziorol beszelunk, az itteni szolgalatot
sokszor nem skotok vegeztek. Volt ra pelda a tortenelem
soran, hogy a skot lelkeszek nem maradhattak az
orszagban, de ez soha sem jelentette a Misszio veget.

A 19-20. szdzadban, politikai konflikcusok
idején, a skétoknak t6bb alkalommal is
el kellect hagyniuk Magyarorszdgot, de a

misszid szolgdlata, kdszonhetGen a hiiséges

helyi magyar vezetknek, folytatédharott.

A skot osztondijprogramban korabban reszt vevo
magyar lelkipasztorok, akik jol ismertek a skot lelkiseget,
gondoskodtak a Misszio munkajanak folytonossagarol.

Az 1848-1849-es forradalom es szabadsagharc
iIdejen a skotok, bar nem vallaltak kozvetlen szerepet
a politikal eletben, mivel szimpatizaltak a magyar
uggyel, a szabadsagharc bukasat kovetoen nekik is

tavozniuk kellett az orszagbol. Masok mellett Israel
Saphir vallalta a Misszio munkajanak tovabbvitelet a
skotok 1857-es visszatereselq.

1865-ben tobbeves targyalasok nyoman az Edinburgh-i
Zsidomisszios Bizottsag osztondijprogramot inditott

a magyar es cseh diakok szamara. A Bizottsag celja

nem csak az volt, hogy uj lenduletet adjon az MRE
szolgalatanak, hanem hogy bevonja az egyhazat is a
zsIdo misszioba. Az elso vilaghaboru kitoreset kovetoen a
skotoknak ismet el kellett hagyniuk az orszagot, de ekkor

mar egykori osztondijasok folytattak a Misszio szolgalatat.

A masodik vilaghaboru eveit kovetoen az egykori
skocial diak, Dobos Janos vezetesevel kezdtek
meg a megrongalodott epulet helyreallitasat es a
szetszorodott lelkek egybegyujteset, a gyulekezet
kOozosseg megszervezeset.

A skotok a kommunizmus idejen sem szolgalhattak
Magyarorszagon, ezert a hideghaboru feszultsegekkel
teli iIdoszakaban magyar lelkeszek vezetesevel
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tartottak heti rendszeresseggel magyar, es idonkent
angol nyelvu istentiszteleteket.

1976-tol Tamas Bertalan lelkeszsege idejen a Misszio
legfobb celja mar nem a zsidok kozotti evangelizacio
volt, ezt hivatalosan felvaltotta a vallaskozi parbeszed
elomozditasa.

A Missziot egesz tortenelme soran szoros szalak kotottek
a Magyarorszagi Reformatus Egyhazhoz. A Szena teri
gyulekezethez kirendelt skot segedlelkeszek peldaja, a
20. szazad masodik feleben a Misszio Fasori Reformatus
Gyulekezettel valo formalis egyuttmukodese es vegul
2016. evi zsinati dontes a gyulekezet betagolasarol

az MRE egyhazszervezetebe mind a magyarok
elismeresenek es tamogatasanak nyilvanvalo jelel.

Napjainkban is jol peldazza a ket egyhaz lelkeszeinek kozos
szolgalata az elmult 175 ev toretlen szovetseget a misszioi
munkaban, ami a ket ,anyaegyhazzal® valo kapcsolattartas
mellett biztositja a szolgalat folytonossagat meg akkor is,
amikor az egyik tisztseg epp betoltetlen.
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A Fine Example of a Scot Abroad

It was Iin 1932 that Jane Haining arrived at the Mission as It was thanks to her that the school could operate with the help
matron of the school. While she was soon admired for of a state loan for a lengthy period - the document attesting
her ability to learn Hungarian, take care of the girls, teach to this fact was signed by Prime Minister Laszlo Bardossy

religious education, manage other business, and show himself. Through her tireless efforts, the head of the dormitory
kindness to all, it is doubtful if anyone then could have managed to find funds to renovate the school building that had

predicted just how much she would give to the school become dilapidated during the crisis of the thirties.

Girls under her care still recount her firm and gentle manner, As Germany annexed Austria and invaded Poland, Jane was
as well as her ability to see just which girl needed special urged multiple times to return to Scotland, but compassion
attention. True to the spirit of the Mission, she treated Jewish for the girls compelled her to remain. In her words,

and Christian girls with equal affection.

“If the girls need me in the days of

Miss Haining's tenure coincided with one of the most
difficult periods in European history, yet even under growing

sunshine, how much mMore d() tthJ

economic hardship, she managed to acquire food and coal,

always with the care of the girls being her upmost priority. need me In the days Of d(l]/‘kness.”

For the Jewish girls, it was an especially frightening time.

One survivor remembers that Miss Haining personally She was arrested in April 1944, detained by the Gestapo, and

removed the yellow star from the girls’ clothing, saying they died that summer in Auschwitz-Birkenau.

were not necessary inside the Mission.
She was recognised as one of the Righteous Among the

"We have been enabled, even in a small measure, to lighten Nations in 1997 and as a British Hero of the Holocaust in 2010

the lot of an oppressed people..” she once wrote in a letter. for her service at the Mission.

What can you do to show kindness to those with whom you live Hogyan lehet a koriildeciink él6k irdnt joindulatunkat kifejezni?

and work? Are you willing to sacrifice some of your time, money or Készek vagyunk-e idénkbdl, pénziinkbél és kényelmiinkbé

convenience for them? dldozni rajuk?

Eqy onfelaldozo skot Magyarorszagon

Jane Haining 1932-ben kezdte meg szolgalatat .Lehetoseget kaptunk, hogy ha szereny mertekben is, de
Budapesten az iskola internatusanak nevelonojekent. konnyitsunk egy elnyomott nepen’- irta leveleben.

Sokak tiszteletet kivivta meglepo gyorsasaggal . e T e

ittt vt dg' p ?y "y ggk. - Az iskola neki koszonhetoen jo ideig allami kolcsonbol
elsagjatitott magyar nyelvtudasaval, a kislanyok iran oy , i , Ny

,J , gy, , y ) , y , mukodott - Bardossy Laszlo irta ala az errol szolo

tanusitott odaadasaval, toretlen kedvessegevel es . , . oy .

e | R e | dokumentumot. Az internatus igazgatonoje a harmincas
huseges hitoktatoi tevekenysegevel, illetve azzal, hogy : e . ey

, e | R evek valsagaban lepusztult iskolat faradhatatlan
faradhatatlanul intezte az iskola ugyeit. Megis, aligha . , o

, ) o | | ) U utanajarassal szerzett adomanyokbol ujitotta fel.
lathatta elore barki, hogy milyen jelentos szerepet jatszik

majd az iskola életében. Amikor 1938-ban az Anschluss soran a Harmadik

B , . | Birodalomhoz csatoltak Ausztriat, majd amikor Hitler
Az egykor gondviselesere bizott kislanyok ma is , ) T . ,
Sk < hat? e aqara & dela megtamadta Lengyelorszagot, Skociabol sokan surgettek
emlekeznek hatarozottsagara es gyengedsegere, arra, S I , .
o diq tudt l 'kg"k . g}[ gk"[" gl hazatertet sgjat biztonsaga erdekeben. Jane Haining
ogy mindig tudta melyikuknek milyen kulonleges
| 2 2 ) ,y , ”y D S ) megis diakjal mellett maradt, azota elhiresult mondataval
figyelemre van szuksege. A Misszio lelkisegehez huen, . e
e L - Indokolva meg donteset:
megkulonboztetes nelkul viselt gondot a zsido es

keresztyen kislanyokrol.

» - ~ “ha a lanyoknak sziikségiik van ram a
Jane Haining szolgalati ideje egybeesett az europai

torténelem legsotétebb idészakaval. A ndvekvo napsuteses naPOkona mﬂmyivd inkdbb

gazdasagi nehézségek idején megszervezte szamitanak ram a sﬁtétség napjaiban?

az iskola szen- es elelmiszerellatasat, mindig

figyelemmel kiserve a kislanyok szuksegleteit. 1044 aprilisdban tartdztatta le a Gestapo, ugyanazon a

A zsido tanulok szamara kulonosen félelmetes iddészak nyaron az auschwitz-birkenaui halaltaborban vesztette életet. JANE RAINING

volt ez. Egy egykori tanulo elbeszelese szerint Jane 1997-ben posztumusz a Vilag Igaza kitlintetését, majd

Haining maga vette le az iskolaban a sarga csillagot a 2010-ben a Holokauszt Brit hése cimet adomanyoztak neki.

lanyokrol, mondvan: ez ide nem kell.

)
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A School Still Standing

By 1846, the Sunday School work begun by Philipp Saphir The objective of the institution was to acquaint students with

led to the establishment of structured classes where the concept of Christianity and a Christian way of life, while at

Christian and Jewish boys and girls recelved education the same time emphasise the respect for Jewish practices.

without needing to pay tuition fees. From the very beginnings, a Jewish rabbi was also welcome

to regularly visit and teach the students.

In 1868 a plot of land was purchased at Hold Street 17 for

a permanent school to be built. At first the instruction was When World War | broke out, the leadership of the school

left for Scotland and the military used the building. After the

In German and coeducational, but in 1878 the language

changed to Hungarian and in 1904 it became a girls’ school. Treaty of Trianon, instruction was resumed. During World

War Il, the school initially sheltered Jewish refugees, but was

With its wide range of activities, the mission began to

eventually evacuated and for a time the Arrow Cross Party

outgrow the Hold Street property, leading James M. Webster

used the gymnasium to detain prisoners. There are accounts

to recommend selling that building and start collecting

of Webster Hall being used as stables by the Russians. By

money to build a new home for the Mission.

the end of the war, every window in the building was broken

In 1910 the Scottish Mission Girls' School opened on and the roof needed repairs.

Vorosmarty utca, becoming a unique place where Jewish

In 1046 repairs were carried out and the institution became

and Christian girls could learn alongside each other. Some of

an elementary school, but it was nationalised two years later

the girls also lived there together.

during the Communist era. Even though the school is ho

longer a church school, it remembers Jane Haining and has

Th@ M15510n was known j:OY kept the old motto, "How to do good?”

its religious tolerance and high

standards.

Throughout the school’s history, doing good has meant different Az iskola torténete sordn sokak szamdra madst és mast jelentett
9 Yy 99 ]

things to different people — what does it mean for us today? How are jot tenni. Mit jelent ez ma szamunkra? Hogyan bdtorit

we encouraged by the school’s continuing even through hard times? benniinket a szamos nehéz idgszakot acéle iskola torecénete?

[skola a tortenelem sodraban

THE PREVIOUS BUILDING OF THE MISSION SCHOOL

1846-ra a Philipp Saphir altal megkezdett vasarnapi
Iskola mozgalom szervezett kereteket oltott, aminek
koszonhetoen keresztyen es zsido gyerekek tandi
fizetése nelkul reszesultek oktatasban.

1868-ban a Misszio megvasarolta a Hold utca 17. szam
alatt talalhato foldteruletet, ahol allando iskola epulhetett
a korabban alkalmi jelleggel hasznalt tantermek helyett.
Az intezmeny 1904-1g koedukalt volt, ebben az evben
azonban leanyiskolava alakult at.

Szeleskoru tevekenysegenek koszonhetoen a Misszio
kezdte kinoni a Hold utcal ingatlant. James Macdonald
Webster javaslatara eladtak az epuletet, es gyujtest
szerveznek a Misszio uj otthonanak megepitesere.

1910-ben leanyiskola epult a Vorosmarty utcaban,
amelyben zsido es kereszteny lanyok eltek es

Az intezmeny celja az volt, hogy bevezesse a diakokat a
keresztyen gondolkodasba es eletgyakorlatba, mindezt
a zsido hagyomanyok es eletgyakorlat tiszteleteben
tartasaval. A zsido rabbi a kezdettol fogva bejarhatott az
iIntezmenybe es tanithatta a zsido kislanyokat.

Az elso vilaghaboru kitoresekor az iskola vezetese
Skoclaba tavozott es a katonasag megszallta az
epuletet. A Trianoni bekeszerzodest kovetoen
folytatodott az oktatas. A masodik vilaghaboru alatt

az iskola menedeket nyujtott zsidok szamara. Kesobb
az epuletet kiuritettek es a tornaterem atmenetileg a
Nyilaskeresztes Part altal letartoztatott politikai foglyok
bortoneve valt. Egyes beszamolok szerint ezt kovetoen
a megszallo orosz csapatok lovakat tartottak a ma
templomkent hasznalt Webster teremben. A haboru
vegere az epulet megrongalodott, valamennyi ablaka

tanultak egyutt. betort, es a teto Is felujitasra szorult.

1946-ban a javitasi munkalatokat kovetoen az intezmeny

A Misszio hirnevet szerzett vallasi atalakult altalanos iskolava, két évvel késdbb pedig

allamositottak. Bar az iskola napjainkban mar nem

tolerancidjaval és az oktatds magas

egyhazi keretek kozott mukodik, magaenak vallja azt,
szmvonalaval. amit a Skot Misszio jelszava kifejez: How to do good?

Hogyan tegyunk jot?

THE BLUEPRINT OF THE CURRENT BUILDING
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Spiritual Renewal

For the Scots who founded the mission, evangelical zeal and

The conversion of Jews who then

pietistic traditions transcended denominational lines. The

bond that formed between Archduchess Maria Dorothea

became evangelists in their own

and the Scottish Mission was, In part, because she had Ti ght, t]flﬁ Pubhsl,ung Of tracts,

read Scottish evangelical literature and her own pietism

shared similarities with it. Over time, as bursars encountered

the developing of diaconal work

organizations such as the Evangelical Alliance, they began

bringing that spirit back with them upon their return., and UOl/lt]fl Organlzatlonsv not to

mention the sponsorship of bursars

In the publishing of tracts, some of the Scottish Mission's

employees were Baptist. The ministers also organised

who would take lessons learned to

orayer groups attended by clergy from different confessional

other parts of the country—all of

packgrounds. Spiritual practice was key rather than

traditional identity. As a result, a number of movements

these factors, rooted in pietism and

pegan to spring up.

evangelical zeal, worked to spur
Philipp Saphir started the first local YMCA in Hungary, as well

a movement that would lead to

as the beginnings of a Sunday School movement. Bursars

continued this work and by the turn of the century home

spiritual revival across the country.

mission organisations were taking root. The fact that bursars

were located not only In Budapest but all over the country

made the spread of the movement possible. In 1011, the General Synod of the RCH decided that

coursework in home missions should be a part of the training
of ministers. This was a sign that what had begun as a

Scottish mission had become a Hungarian mission as well.

Which church activities do you see today that you hope might lead Napjainkban milyen kezdeményezéstsl remélhetjiik egyhdzunkban,

to a larger movement? What can you do to encourage mission and hogy nagyobb mozgalomma novi ki magdt? Mit tehetiink azért, hogy

discipleship in your own community? bdtoritsuk a misszidt és a tanitvdnysdgot sajat kozosségiinkben?

Lelki mequjulas

A missziot megalapito skotokat az evangéliumi A zsidédmisszid nyomadn megtértek koziil
buzgalom es a pietista hagyomanyok arra osztonoztek,

hogy tullepjenek a felekezeti hatarokon. Maria SOkan maguk [ WuSSZlOYerlusokka

Dorottya féhercegnd és a Skot Misszid kdzdtti kotelek valtak. Az imtterjesztéi hdl()zat, a

kialakulasahoz hozzajarult, hogy a nadorne maga is jol A1~1~ 1 . e . , fo - - o
, e s e fejlédé diakoniai munka, és az ifjusdgi
Ismerte a szivehez kozel allo skot evangeliumi irodalmat.

T e - szervezetek létrejotte, az dsztondijasok
A Skot Misszio Iratterjeszto munkatarsal kozott baptistak
is voltak. A Misszio lelkészei kdzés imaalkalmakat anyagi tdmogatdsdrdl nem is szélva,

szerveztek kulonbozo felekezetek lelkészeinek

mind abban a pietis ta-evang chiumi

reszvetelevel. A hit gyakorlasa nem hagyomany, valodi

elkotelezdédés volt. Mindezek eredményeképpen 1€1kiségb€n gyﬁkereztek, am@ly 0sztonozte

szamos megujulasi mozgalom indult el Magyarorszagon az egész OYSZ(igOt dthaté [dki megﬁjuldst.

a Misszioboal.

Philipp Saphir inditotta el az elso Keresztyen Ifjusagl
Egyesulet mintajara szervezodo csoportot, ahogy hozza
kapcsolodik a Vasarnapi Iskola Mozgalom elindulasa is.
A Skociaban vegzett magyar osztondijasok folytattak a
megkezdett munkat es a szazadfordulora mar mindenutt
meggyokereztek a belmisszios szervezetek. Az egykori
diakok nem csak a fovarosban, de szerte az orszagban
segitettek a lelkisegi mozgalmak terjedeset.

1911-ben a magyar reformatusok zsinata a belmissziot
a lelkeszkepzes reszeve tette. A Skot Misszio a lelki
megujulason keresztul lett igazan magyarra.
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A Safe Place to call “Home”

The Mission began with Hungarians showing kindness to the

Scots as they visited and then settled in.

Owver time, the Hungarians and
Scots together were welcoming to
Jews and society’s marginalised.

Today, it is still a place of welcome.

Some of the most dramatic expressions of hospitality took
place during World War |l. As refugees came to Hungary
from Germany, Austria and Poland, some were housed in
the Mission. For others, places were arranged in the homes
of Jewish Christians. By the summer of 1939, queues of

refugees formed outside the Mission.

As agreed with the Hungarian Jewish community, the
Mission provided pastoral care to the children of mixed

marriages between Jews and non-Jews.

In November of 1944, a Children's and Mothers' home was

opened under the protection of the Swedish Red Cross,

sheltering 70 children, only to be dissolved a month later
when the residents were taken to the Ghetto. George
Knight, in contact with various British organisations and the

High Commissioner of the League of Nations for Refugees,

arranged safe passage out for some of the Mission's charges,

with the help of Swedish diplomat Raoul Wallenberg.

The Scottish Mission also provided shelter for those fleeing
political persecution during the 20th century. Hungarian
Reformed clergy member, and later Prime Minister, Zoltan
Tildy, part of the movement against Facsism, was also hidden

at the Mission to avoid detection from the Arrow Cross Party.

In the late 1080s and early 90s, the Mission offered pastoral
care to refugees from Romania and the former Yugoslavia,

many passing through to other destinations.

When the fall of Communism brought a new influx of
foreigners to Hungary, the Mission was already in place as

a church community, taking on the hame "St. Columba's™ to
express its congregational nature. With Hungary's joining
the EU, the number of asylum seekers in Hungary increased,
and St. Columba’s has been a close partner of the Refugee

Ministry of the RCH.

Today, worship at St. Columba's is attended by around

50 people each Sunday from places such as Scotland

and Singapore, the US and Uganda, the Netherlands and
Afghanistan, as well as by Hungarians. International students,
employees of embassies and multinational companies,
families of mixed nationalities, and refugees and asylum

seekers all find welcome and offer it to others.

B UDAPZES T

How will you commit to welcoming others as a way of mission? Elkotelezettek vagyunk-e abban, hogy a misszio részeként mdsokat

Is there a way for you to “pray with your hands” and live out your befogadjunk? Van-e lehetdséq arra a sajat gyiilekezetiinkben,
faith in an active way in your home community? How can you show hogy hitiinket tevdlegesen megéljitk? Hogyan fordulhatunk

extravagant kindness to those on the margins of society? megkiilonboztetett figyelemmel a tdarsadalom peremén élok felé?

A misszio tortenete olyan magyarokkal kezdodott,
akik joindulatot tanusitottak az ide latogato, majd
letelepedo skotok irant.

Az 1dé elteltével a magyarok és a skotok

eqyutt fovdultak a zsidok fdé €s fogadtdk

be a tarsadalom peremére szorultakat. A

gyﬁlekezet mais a befogadds helge.

A vendegszeretet legdramaiabb megvalosulasa

a masodik vilaghaboru eveire teheto, amikor sok
Nemetorszagbol, Ausztriabol es Lengyelorszagbol
menekulo zsido talalt menedeket a Misszio epuleteben,
vagy keresztyen zsidok otthonaban. 1939 nyaran
sorokban alltak Misszio epulete elott a menedeket
kereso emberek.

A zsido kozosseggel valo megallapodas ertelmeben,
ezekben az idokben a Misszio lelkigondozast nyujtott
a vegyes, azaz zsido-nem zsido hazassagokbol
szuletettek szamara is.

Biztos menedek

1944-ben egy 70 gyermeknek is menedeéket nyujto,

a sved Voroskereszt vedelme alatt allo Gyermek

es Anyaotthont nyilt a Misszio epuleteben, amelyet

egy honappal kesobb a lakok gettoba zarasaval
szuntettek meg. Geroge Knight, a misszio vezetoje
Intenziv levelezest folytatott a brit segelyszervezetekkel
es a Nemzetek Szovetsegenek Menekultugyi
FObiztossagaval, es Raoul Wallenberg sved diplomata
segitsegevel szervezte a Missziohoz tartozo zsidok
vedett hazakban valo biztonsagos elhelyezeset.

A Skot Misszio menedeket nyujtott a politikal uldoztetes
elol menekulok szamara is. A reformatus lelkesz es
miniszterelnok, kesobb koztarsasagi elnok Tildy Zoltan
IS ebben az epuletben rejtozott a nyilaskeresztes
hatalomatvetel napjaiban.

Az 1980-as evek vegen a misszio lelkigondozast nyujtott
a Romaniabol es Jugoszlaviabol erkezo majd atutazo
menekultek szamara is.

A kommunizmus idoszakat kovetoen szamos
kulfoldi szervezet erkezett Magyarorszagra, amelyek
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elnevezesukben szerepelt a ,misszio” kifejezes. Hogy
hangsulyozzak a Skot Misszio gyulekezeti jelleget,

a kozosseg skot mintara felvette a St. Columba

nevet. Magyarorszag europal unios csatlakozasaval
megnovekedett a menedekekerol szama, a kozottuk
vegzett szolgalatban pedig a gyulekezet a kezdetektol
szorosan egyuttmukodott az MRE menekultmissziojaval.

Ma a gyulekezet vasarnapi istentiszteletein kozel otven
fo, igazi nemzetkozi kozosseg vesz reszt. gyulekezet
tagok Skociabol, Szingapurbol, az Egyesilt Allamokbal,
Ugandabol, Hollandiabol, Afganisztanbal, es
Magyarorszagrol. Szamos kulfoldi diak, kovetsegek es
nemzetkozi vallaltok alkalmazottal, vegyes nemzetisegu
csaladok, menekultek es menedekkerok egyutt itt
talalnak lelki otthonra, hogy aztan a kozosseg tagjaikent
maguk is befogadhassanak masokat.






